Scand-LAS (The Scandinavian Federation for Laboratory Animal Science) will hold its annual symposium and technician course in Bergen on the west coast of Norway from 9 to 12 June 1994. The symposium will be held in connection with the opening of the University of Bergen's new central animal facility-Vivarium. The symposium theme will therefore primarily be devoted to management and the various laboratory animal science issues raised by the new facility. There will be two parallel sessions: a scientific session in English and a technician course in Scandinavian with English translation for technical personnel who do not speak a Scandinavian language.
The symposium will include invited lectures and workshops. Lectures will be devoted to pain and anaesthesia, suffering and stress, validation and alternatives. Work in a CL3/4 infection containment facility will be addressed. Special themes will look at animals in hyperbaric research and the ethics of research with animals with semi-lethal spontaneous conditions. There will also be a specialist seminar devoted to the use of dissociative anaesthetics and muscle relaxants in pigs at which the results of a ketamine consensus meeting will be presented.
A central animal facility places management demands on the staff. We have therefore invited Professor Max Elden of the University of Houston to hold a workshop/seminar on management-staff/researcher relationships in the Central Animal Facility.
There will be time for free papers. Participants are invited to submit posters and there will be a trade poster session.
The Technician programme will revolve around aspects of quality control and assurancc. Courses will be held on washing machine control, autoclave routines, work with cytostatics and carcinogens, allergy and isotopes-personal protection, ergonomy, anaesthesia and pain diagnosis. A technicianoriented management course will be held for technician participants and will address issues regarding conflict-solving and working with scientists. The technician programme is held in a Scandinavian language with English assistance for non-Scandinavian participants. The university has a specialist research and teaching environment directed towards marine biology and aquaculture. There is a newly opened SPF barrier fish research facility and we intend arranging visits to the unit.
There will be a symposium banquet with a difference -an evening fjord cruise and sea food buffet! Participants are requested to make hotel bookings directly through the congress travel agent: PLUS Reiser, Postboks 946, N-5001 Bergen, Norway. Hotel prices range from £45 to £95 for a double room with breakfast.
The congress fee (NOK 2150 for Scand-LAS and FELASA associated membersl includes the congress banquet and participation at workshops. Lunch and coffee during the symposium is included. Provision has been made for optional lunch on the first and final days [before registration and after the conclusionl. Single-day participation includes lunch and coffee for that day but does not include the congress dinner.
For more information contact: Scand-LAS Symposium 1994, Secretariat, c/o Astrid Cocozza, Oberst Rodesvei 3, N-1l52 Oslo, Norway (Tel (47) 
Announcements

Anaesthesia and surgery and Horne Office Licensee workshops and courses
These excellent courses will continue to be held throughout the year in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. For further information contact Dr P A Flecknell, Comparative Biology Centre, Medical School, Framlington Place, Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE2 4HH, UK.
Brazilian animal rights draft legislation a threat to researchl
The following report, which may be of interest to readers, has been received: 'There is a concern among scientists in Brazil, that draft legislation on animal experimentation drawn up for the government by the lawyers' association, could threaten the future of biomedical research in the country. While critics of the draft recognize the need for some degree of animal rights protection in Brazil, they object to the proposed Superior Committee for Scientific Ethics with Animals, COSETICA, an autonomous body which would have the power to close down the laboratories in the case of perceived cruelty, and to licence researchers to use animals. Any scientist who has recently been involved in animal experiments would be excluded from membership. The law's authors say that the draft is based on British and Swedish legislation and deny that it would hinder research.'
News from the Associations
Schweizerische Gesellschaft fiir Versuchstierkunde (SGV)
The SGV have recently joined Laboratory Animals Limited and have adopted Laboratory Animals their official journal. The following is a brief profile of the society.
The Swiss Laboratory Animal Science Association was founded in 1987. Its aims are the promotion of laboratory animal science and Notes & comments the furthering of animal protection and ethical considerations in animal experiments. These aims shall be attained by organizing education and the flow of information within the scientific community. The society will represent the views of its members vis ii vis the authorities and the general public. It will cooperate with other scientific societies both in Switzerland and abroad.
Several commissions support the board in the necessary scientific and educational activities and in the important field of laboratory animal protection. An informal Newsletter appears twice a year; the official journal of the society is Laboratory Animals.
Every year a scientific meeting is organized, usually together with the Swiss Union of Societies for Experimental Biology. A two-day training course or workshop on a selected topic is held in the autumn. The first courses and workshops dealt with 'laboratory animal nutrition', 'animal models and planning of experiments', 'handling and refinement, a challenge for us' and, in 1993 with 'scientific, ethical and legal aspects of transgenic animals'.
Each year the society awards a prize for young scientists for an outstanding contribution to laboratory animal science in the field of Russel and Burch's '3 Rs'.
Eligible as ordinary members (at present approximately 100) are persons who hold appropriate qualifications in biological, veterinary or medical sciences or who, by their experience and attainments, qualify as respected specialists in the field of laboratory animal science. Eligible as institutional members are persons or organizations intending to support the activities of our society.
In 1993 the annual membership fees were SFr 50 for ordinary members, and SFr 300 for institutional members.
In 1993 The Scand-LASannual education days and General Assembly were organized in 1993 by the Danish sector of the Federation and held at the LO-Hojskolen in Elsinore. There were 150-170 participants and two parallel sessions, one theoretical and one practical. The General Assembly was presented with a suggestion for a new constitution for the second time, and also for the second time it was referred back to the Board for a new presentation at the next General Assembly in Bergen 1994. The meeting in Bergen will take place 9-12 June, and in 1995 Scand-LAS will celebrate its 25th anniversary with a joint meeting in Helsinki, Finland, together with FinLAS and ICLAS.
In Uppsala and Gothenburg in April 1993, workshops under the title 'Laboratory animals in biomedical research: today and tomorrow' were arranged, with the subtitle 'The laboratory animal model and its reliability'. The EC has issued its guideline document on education and training of those working with laboratory animals after taking account of FELASA's suggestions. FELASAhas also, at the request of CoE, produced three discussion papers on education and training, on laboratory animal housing and on transgenic animals for discussion at the multilateral consultation of the CoE. A discussion paper on education of laboratory animal science specialists (categoy DJ has been prepared for the next consultation.
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